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Just look at how he

The conventional wisdom on
Harry Wiggins was unaninmots:

UnIdn_ 8, the day he officially re-
tires from the Missouri Senate after
seven terms and 28 years, Wiggins
will become one miserable man,

“Everybody thought thar Harmy
could not live without Jefferson
City,” said longtime state Rep. Hen-

D insiders said. When
Wiggins, whose district changed
over the years but generally
stretched from the Couniry Clul
Flaza to Grandview, ran for re-elec-
tioes, he stumped as if winning were
the only thing in the world that
tered: .

And ook at hew b worked in the
Capitol, they said. Lie loved the liis-

chans and the ability of the place to.
do good. The lights burned in his
Tourth-floor corner suite until 10 or
11

He's a lifelong bachelor,
The General Assembly is his
Whiat will he do?

x{u

Well, he fooled them. Fooled
them hig time, Wiggins pulled a
switcheron — a happy, and by all
accounts, successfil, career change

at age

('qmol dome? Already in Wigging'
TERTVIEW MITOL

In March, Blackwell Sanders
Peper Martin TLP came calling,
Kangas Citys second-largest law
firm announced that Harry Wig-

ins, esquire, would begin work for

Wiggins couldn't belicve his good
Tortune, "They want me¥” he said

70, ]
jsﬁersan City and (hat gleaming .

onee. “Imagine that."*

1t's really not so hard to imagine.
Wiggins knows lots of people. Tm-
portant people. And he konows Jef-
Terson City, a valuable assu in the

workd.

" S0 Wigpins went back to work,
this time as a lawyer. And these
days he s one happy guy

"Look ar me,” Wiggins sald re-

See WIGGINS, A6
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WIGGINS:

New career

begins for state senator

L'.muln\led from A-1

ently while sitting In a chairin his
1th-floor Blackwell Sanders of-
il 2900 Main St with its view

president and became McGovern's
slate coordinator.

Encouraged by friends two years
Tater, Wiggins took his first shot at
the state Senate, taking on two-

term i

[ Kansas City's d
hauld anyhndy b sad? Tust loak
tme. 1'm the happiest lawyer in
mcim

ot R

Public service is what Wiggins
1as heen ahout since 1957, Back
hen hie was an Amny lawyer soon
i ired, as were many De-
nocrts, by the presidency
 Kennedy.

‘[0 14961 a 28-year-old Wiggins
i wdmum.LUS mmey

Johu
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Six | jears lamr Giov. Warren
Hiatrigs called. He asked Wiggins
o hiead the state liguor control
spency. Hearnes later praised him
s the strongest liquor chiel Mis-
Ul EVer

II\ 1870, W’lgguls took his first

he mrme: Tackson County court.
He ‘Wi, as he did all 16 of his
ecome a member of the

mplemented.
Before taking olfice, Wiggins
went tn Independence to meet

and the other new members

o o théir best. The rest, he said,
would take care of itself,

On the cowt, Judge Wigging

i liberal cmm — over-

Republican Lem
T. Jones, The district was said to
lean Republican. Jones had a
money advantage and was known
as a hard worker — at least in the
Capitol

Back in the district, however,
Jones did a minimum of cam-
paigning while Wiggins went all
out, knocking on doors nearly
evewdayimfuu:uwulhs

He won — 20,917 to 14,608,

o Yrour

In the Senate, \Mgguis quickl)'
earned a for

Wiggins  was unfailingly ap-

proachable, unfailingly nice,

fruzndly 1o Republicans, friendly
— triendly, frie

hig loads of bills each year. He
worked on property reassess-
ments, Amtrak, children's ;
dormitory rates at the
of Missour, 1ising hos;

‘.ome said he tricd to juggle top
=5 of legislation, that he,
5|:|r|.zu| himiself toa thin.

“What kind of senator would I
be," he said, “if I said Lo the mayor
and the chiel of police, Tm too
husyt"

Through the years he handled
some major bills: the 911 emer-
gency phone number for Mis-
sourl, The bistate tax authority for
Kansas City. Both bills took years
10 pound into law,

He hclpcd pass eatly childhaod

that led to

hs friendly,

‘Lo nice, some said. Saccharine
nice. 50 nice that after being at-
tacked by a German shepherd
while campaigning in 1986, he
told a reporter that his love for
dugs had not diminished one b,

The demeanor worked when it
came to pdbSll]g hills and staying

- in office.

"Through the vears Republicans
threw all kinds of charges al Wig-
gins, He was ineffective, His health
‘was failing. He was too liberal, -

‘Wigginz would respond by hurl-
ing himsclf into campalgn mode.
He would show upy day after day at
6 a.m, along Ward Parkway, wav-
ing at passers-tnr and hzmding out

the Parents as Teachers program.
He worked to separate the Kansas
City |Iblal§ from the Kansas Clry
erdan lucation. lfﬁpushedfor

sald beiore aml repeal
st human beings locked to-
ather like animals will act like an-
imals,” Wiggins said.

In 1971, Wiggins considered a
run for stare treasurer, the first of
several times that he considered a
hid for higher office, including
governor. bul then eventually
badm\"ldwu)'

“1'mi oot different than any other
huma.n being,” Wiggins said re-
cently “You'rc {latlered when
somedne asks you about it

His nndoing, he said, was an in-
ahility to raise big-tfime campaign
cash, “I never liked to ask friends
for mioney”

101972 he broke with his fellow
Migsolri Democrats and en-
dorsed  George MeGovern for

review of nursing
hnmes_

He was, senators have said, the
ultimate compromiser — always
flexible, never locked into an un-
movable position.

. If one of his key hills was headed

Tor defeat, he would pull the hill
[rom the calendar and then work
to make things right behind the
SCENEs.

“He would rather do that than

pet beat on a bill," said longlime
state Sen, Jim Mathewson, a
Sedalia Demacrat.

Wiggins also served for several
years on the Senates ways and
means and appropriations com-
ithees,

Compromising was only parl of

Wigging' legislative arsenal, The

other weapon: his nice-guy image,

And on Election Day, nggma
wauld win again by 20 or 30

ints.

The GOP never got close,

oo

The nice-guy demeanor paid off
in another way, In April 1930, Wig-
zins was thrust into the role of
Senate ma;nhk?rlmdc( when the
senator who held thal post was in-
jured in a car wreck.

For nine days Wiggins led the
Senate through o adjournment,
handling one of the most tension-
packed johs in the Capitol. When
it was over, lawmakers from both

rties praised bim,

\\h.uhappened one SENALOT
reflecled, "was hody had to
be kind to Harry. He's gone out of
his way Never to anger anyone,
Everybody was just paying him
back.” :

The next year the Senate elected
him majority foor leader,

AT POLTEAM (T Eamsas City
n his seven terms in the Missouri Senate, Harry Wigzins never missed a
rall-call vate. Wiggins will officlally retire Jan. 8 and has taken a job with
the law firm of Blackwell Sanders Peper Martin,

Through it all, and all the way
through September of this year,

Wiggins maintained his record for
never missing a roll-call vote, Tn
October 1980, Wiggins gave up a
chance to attend e second game
of the World Series between the
Royals and e Phillies in Philadel-
phiz Wiggins had to make it back
to the Senate for a ial session
to fix a technicality in a haz-
ardous-waste bill

oW oW

Wigging' office at Blackwel
Sanders is a shrine to his carcer.
Awards, Certificates, The silves
platter the Senate presented him
as a farewell gift. Lerters — [romo
Sen. Ted FKennedy, John F
Kennedy, former Sens. Jack Dan-
forth and Tom Eagleton.

Tn scratchy handwriting, Eagle-
ton wrote "Great speech” this yeas
about an April address in which
Wiggins extolled his fellow sena-
tors to remember “the sick, the el-
derly and the disabled” as they
wiacked avway at the budget,

His office walls can hardly hold
arvyliring paove, The senulor pla:
1o expand his family room fc
make room for other mementos
— his baseball-cap collection, the
framed photographs — that now
sit in storage

iielsymrlung behind the scenes
on the push for another bistate ta
for the stadiums. He's all for 2 new
DTt 0w ATEE.

‘Ncm s our time," Wiggins saic

ll.an:y\‘\"gglmmhume

“Time's up. 1t's over," he said 0
his Senale career. \'nu'\z got &
keep looking ahead.

To reiclt Steve Kraske, political cor-
respunident, call (816) 234-4312 or
semel e-ail to skraske@festar.coi




